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Re: DG 13-313 Liberty Utilities (EnergyNorth Natural Gas) Corp. d/b a Liberty
Utilities, Integrated Resource Plan
Staff Recommendation

Dear Ms. Howland:

On November 1, 2013, Liberty Utilities (EnergyNorth Natural Gas) Corp. d/b a
Liberty Utilities (Liberty) filed an Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) with the New Hampshire
Public Utilities Conmiission (Commission). The JRP covers the planning period of
November 1,2013 through October 31, 2018. A prehearing conference was held on March
14, 2014. The Company Staff and OCA participated in the prehearing conference and
the subsequent technical session. Liberty provided responses to two sets of data requests
propounded by the parties, and the parties conducted two further technical sessions
during the course of 2014.

The IRP provides details of Liberty’s resource planning process and strategies based
on present market conditions and its current forecast of requirements. Liberty’s plan includes
an overview of its resource planning process, a detailed description of the method Liberty used
to forecast demand on its system, a description of the analysis Liberty used to determine its
normal and design planning standards, a description of how Liberty designed its resource
portfolio to meet customer requirements under design conditions, an inventory of existing
resources including savings related to energy efficiency programs, and a demonstration that
Liberty’s portfolio is adequate to meet customer demands under a range of weather and
economic conditions. The Company also addressed the issues identified in the previous IRP
review proceeding (in Docket No. DG 10-04 1).
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Staff performed a thorough review of the current Liberty IRP during this
proceeding. Staff identified a few minor technical concerns related to forecasting,
integration of energy efficiency, and other minor methodological issues. Staff also
identified some potential enhancements for future Liberty IRPs. Staff understands that
Liberty will discuss those issues with Staff before the next IRP filing is made, and
address those accordingly. Staff appreciates Liberty’s use of open source statistical
software programs for its analysis used in this IRP, which served to minimize reviewing
costs for all parties.

After reviewing Liberty’s testimony and Liberty’s responses to the Staff and OCA
data requests, Staff believes that the IRP adequately meets the requirements under RSA
374:4 and RSA Chapter 378. Staff recommends that the Commission accept Liberty’s IRP
as filed. Staff deems it appropriate for the Commission to issue its acceptance of this
IRP by means of order nisi.

Sincerely,

Analyst, Gas & Water Division

cc: Service List
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